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wish to support EFDR, you may use this link: *If you wish to support EFDR, you may use this link: *If you wish to support
EFDR, you may use this link: *If you wish to support EFDR, you may use this link:An Ottawa man who runs a group that

encourages parents to build their children’s vocabularies says the provincial government is not doing enough to help parents with
early literacy. Karen Thompson, a librarian at the University of Ottawa, speaks at a forum hosted by the Canadian Association
for Early Childhood Education and Care. She says there’s no such thing as a silver bullet when it comes to early literacy, and

government should help ease the transition of more school-aged children into the adult world. (Bryan Anson/CBC) Two Ottawa-
area parents were at a forum hosted by the Canadian Association for Early Childhood Education and Care (CAECEC) on

Wednesday in Ottawa, where they told how their children came to lack the early literacy skills required to succeed in school.
"My daughter's struggle in Grade 1 with reading and writing is documented all the way to Grade 4," said one parent. "It's not
enough to just get the child in a class, into a school and say, 'Okay, we'll work on this over a year,'" said another parent. "But

we're very successful in bridging the gap. We're very successful in helping them get through that year of reading that has to be
done for that particular grade level. But that's a whole year of teaching and learning that has to be done." Early literacy problems
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among children and youth are common. In a report to the government, the Parliamentary Committee on Finance found earlier
this year that early literacy is often the most challenging issue for parents and teachers. But while there are numerous programs

and resources available to help adults develop their early literacy skills, Thompson said there's little available for parents.
Children's early literacy skills often don't seem to improve much once children enter school. (Submitted by Karen Thompson)
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